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Porifera body structure.  
Colour-coding: Yellow: pinacocytes;  Red: choanocytes;  Grey: mesohyl;  
Pale blue: water flow 

Structure types: Left: asconoid;  Middle: syconoid;  Right: leuconoid 

Phylum Porifera 
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Solitary choanoflagellate at left and a small colony of choanoflagellates at 
right. Their structure and behaviour link them to the ancestors of the 
sponges, and thus, the ancestors of all animals. 
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